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Numb. VII: 
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THE. 


Weekly Comedy: 


Humours 


Dramatis 


OR, THE 


of a Coffee - Houfe. 


Perfonz. 


Levy, a Recruiting Officer.) [ Venture, a Merchant. | fone a Time-ferver. 


Hazard, a Gameffer. 
Bite, a Sharper. 

Nice, a Beau. 

Blunt, a Plain. Dealer. 


| L i Querpo, a 
Whim, a Projefor. J 





Talley, a Stock- Fobber 
Quack. q | Log, a Mariner. 
> 4 Trick, a Lawyer. 
. | Grim, an Affrologer. | 
‘Froth, a Panffer. 


Bays, a Poet. 


Guzzle, a Hard Drinker. 


| Guia News-writer. 
Bohee, the Coffee-man. 


Note, Thefe Perfons are introduc’d only as occafion ferves. 


ae 








From TUednesDap September the 17th,to CMiednesday September the 2 4th, dake 


Enter Double, Blunt, and Harlem. 


Diuble. FP Lefs us! Gentlemen, did | 
you ever know fach a 
Stagnation of Affairs at 

the Clofe of a Campaign? Methinks 

all things feem as Sickly and as Silent 

’if all Chifendom was ftruck Dumb 

with a Fit of an Apoplexy. 

‘unt. Our News-Papers, I confefs, are 
oh ltuff’d with fo many Fruitlefs 
“ams and Ridiculous Conjedures as they 
Wd to be: So, I fuppofe, you News- | 


"ongers think there can be nothing in 





Station if there be nothing in Print. 


Harlem. Were any thing ftirring it 
could not efcape me; my Correfpon- 
dence is fo infallible, and my Intelli- 
gence fo fpeedy, that I can fcarce allow 
the Government to have a Minutes ftart 
of me. 

Double. Then pray what does your 
Bird whiftle from Abroad ? I have been 
upon the enquiry this three Weeks, and 
have as long defer’d my Writing into 
the Country, becaufe 1 can pk up 
nothing that will recommend my Let- 
ters to Jultice Y bippeaser's reading 3 — 
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if any Body in the Parifh receives any 
News from London, and refufes to give 
his Worlhip a Perufal of the fame, he 
is ready to believe they hold a Facobite 
Correfpondence ; and that they are en- 
ter’d into fome. Popi/h Plot, in order to 
Blow up Preflytery, : 

Blunt. Prithee amufe him with any 
thing that you think will pleafe him ; 
for, 1°ll warrant you, if he loves No- 
velty fo much, he is one of thofe Jnfa- 
tuated Noddies that would {wallow a 
Sham-Vidory, as greedily as a Gallon of 
his own March Beer, efpecially if you 
do but afcribe the Honour to Prince 
Eugene. | 


Harlem. I confefs my News: Budget 


is fo empty at prefent, that I ‘have not 
fo much as a {crap of wonderful Suc-- 


cefs to pleafure a Friend withal, that I 
can warrant for a Truth; but I have a 
Flying Report or two that I had from 
the Hands of sutns pecaliar Perfons of 
known Piety and Probity; if you think, 
Mr. Double, they will be welcome to 


your Country Friend, I fhall be glad. 


to oblige you. 
Double. Firft let me hear, and then 


I can judge, If it be but a bare Probabi- 


lity in favour of the Caufe, that will 


but adminifter Comfort to the Brethren, | 


it’s no matter whether Mary Yones of the 
Savoy gives it the Sanction of her Name 
or ne ;for it ought to be a Maxim among 
all Lovers of their Country, (viz.) That 
Go d News, tho’ it’s falfe, is better than 
Bad that ts true. 

Slunt. Pll Swear you'd make an ex- 
cellent Polititian to Eftablith Satan’s 
Kingdom, Lying, I think, already 
has gain’d too much the afcendancy of 
truth , therefore we need not Coin 
Maxims to teach People to deceive 
themfelves with pleafing Falfities, the 
Devil will do that faft enough with- 
out your afliltance, sss. But pray, Mr. 


| Harlem, let’s hear your News? I queftion 
not but you'll take care to obferve Mr 
Doubles Maxim. 
|- Harlem. Not I, upon my Word but 
if Intelligence happens to come talfe to 
me, I always give it asI receive it, that 
is, without Confirmation ; but this,that 
I am about to Communicate, was fent 
to one out of the-North of England, 
which very Letter, if you pleafe, I'll 
read to you. 
| Double. By all means, Sir, if you'll 
give your felf the trouble. : 
Harlem. Reads.. 


Newcaftle upon Tine, Sept. ¥8, 1707: 
T. Fis Day, early in the Morning, came 
into’ onr Harbour from the Port of 
Harwich, the Good Ship the Abraham 
and Sarah, Aminidab Queer, Maffer, who 
Reports, “por the Solemn Afirmation of 4 


| Quaker, That being under Sail upon the 


— 


: Inflant, as be pafs’d Dunwich Point, and 
| was entering S'would Bay, the Wind at 5. 
|W. and by W. he made, a little before 
| Night, ata confiderable diflance, fix. Sail 
: of large Ships Scouting upon our 7 
| which, by the help of his Profpedlive be 
|. judg’d to be French Men of War; and 
| being loth to Steer into the Shore meat 
enough to Cape Anchor, for fear the Ente 
my fhould fend their Boats to bring bim off» 
or Fire bim in the Night, he thought * 
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Suffolk Coaf, the Fifteenth of the prefent) | 





moft advifable to back his Sails, and. lie) 
for half an Hour, in which time be kn? 
it muft be quite dark, and that they cou! } 
mot come up with bim being Right a beas: 
Having rejolved upon thefe Meafures, ™ 
remembring he had a {mall Cargo of L4™ 
thorns on Board, for the ufe of the onc 
that Labour in the Cole-Pits, be ¥i/"} 
betbought bimfelf of an admirable Fra! 

for his further fafety;. and obfervin§ eh 
Diétates of the Spirit, cal'd all bis Met 
upon Deck, and told them, That the aia 






































within him had infpir’d him with a 
way how the outward Light, by the 
ielp of Gad, might fave them from 
the Hands of a Cruel Enemy : So Com- 


lanthorns with lighted Candles | de- 
ween Decks, then to put on thetr Watch- 
oats, and when they bad fo done, to. be 
ready upon the Word of Command to run 
the Ratlings, with as many Lanthorns 
every one could well bide under bis Frizxe 
Fakin, and when they had bandfomely dif- 
pers'd themfelues thro’ all parts of the Rig- 
ing, when the Word was given, that all at 
mee fhould fet up abideous Shrieking and 
leling and every Man be ready at the fame 
ymeto La/h bis Lanthorns to the Shrouds, 
nd that the Cook fhould have a Rowfing 
rire in the Cook-Room, which he was to 
eed with Tar by whole Ladle-fulls as foon 
i the Alarm was given, that it might 
ink axd fmother thro’ the Funnels and 
ratings of the Fore-Caftle: When all 
uings were in veadine[s according to Or- 
1, it proving a very Dark and Hazy 
ight, Captain Aminidab makes all the 
ulbecould, and never altering bis Cour fe 
tters boldly on till he found bimfelf among 


peaking. Trumpet, being the Notice they 


“onded by the bideous Cries and Squallings 
- whole Ships Crew, all appearing of a 
_* at one inflant of time from Stem to 
™, and as bigh as the very Crofs-Trees 


: sin fuch Clouds of Smoke which foon 
i +. the Nofes of that part of the Enemy 
‘ bappen’d to be toLeward, [0 that the 
oe bei ug under a terrible Conflerna- 
‘ Jometimes thought her to be a Ship on 
: i othertimes took ber to he Old 
‘ ., leafure- Boat, and that the Devil 

ing Admiral along the Britiih Coa/t, 
tt he was Charon’s Ferry - Boat 
"tb Englith Moderators for the 


manded every Man on Board to flock the 


M agreed upon, which was immediately 


| very Maft, the Tar rifing from the Fore-.| 


a 


in 


"Enemy, upon which be Roars thro’ bis | 


a 
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being dazzled with the Light, frighted with 
the Shreiks, and {mother'd with the Smoke, 
three Sail that were to Leward of the Qua- 
ker, amidft of their furprixe, run afhore at 
a Town in Suffolk, call’d Cove Eyé, and 
the other three that were to Windward, fled 
away to Dunkirk as if the Devil drove ‘em, | 
fo that Aminidab taking in bis Horns 
when he was paft Danger.proceeded to New- 
caftle without further Mole ation, fuftatn- 
ing no other Damage than the wafte of a 
few Candles, which is all at prefent from 
thy Loving Friend in the Truth 
 Azariah Fudgewell. 
Double. 1 find nothing in this but — 
what is very probable. ——~ This will 
be as rare a piece of News tor my Brow | 
ther in the Country, to Amufe Juftice — 
W hip-Beggar with, that ever could have 
been thought of; this will command. 
a good Dinner,.and a {winging Dofe of. 
March- Beer, or elfe the Devils in’t; 
and every Neighbour is more welcome: 
that brings him Mews, than a Tenant. 
is that comes to pay him his Rent. 
Blunt. I hope you are not fuch a cows’ 
ple of Infatuated Noddies, as to give any 


|. Credit to fuch a ridiculous Story. 


Harlem. will not be fo forward as” 
to affirm it for a Truth ; but I aflure you: 
the Account I have read to you is from: 


one of the Toppingelt. Quakers in New 


caftle. ) 
Double. ¥ proteft; I can fee nothing’. 
in it but what a Man that is well at- 
fected to News, may believe as heartily 
as he does his Creed, . : 

Blunt. A Man like your felf, I fup- 


-pofe you mean, that has vary’d his: 


Faith to all the Points of the Compa/s, 
and that can form a Confcience to be- 


lieve any thing that’s agreeable to his. 


Intereft. —— As for my part, I-Credit 


| not a Word of it, but look upon it to 


be a Fable, contriv’d,purpofely by fome 
Arch Wag, to impofe upon. Mr. Herlem, 


Har lem. 


"ial Tervitories, fo that the Enemy \ that he may do the like by the Publick. 
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Harlem, No, no, Sir,you are much miftaken ; 
Shams never pafs with me: I have a Touch-Stone 
at Home by which I try my Intelligence, before 
ever I Publifo it. . . 

Double. Pray why did you nottry this? And 
then you would have been able to have given us 
2 true Eftimate of the matter, and whether it 
be True or Falfe. | 

Harlem. 1 have done it, and find it of too 
courfe an Allay, or elfe you would have found it 
in my News-Paper; but I never introduce any 
thing there but what is fuch Zrue Standard, that 
it comes up to the Jruth. 

Blunt. The Father of Lies fetch thee; I be- 
lieve I have detected as many Falfties in your 
Infallible Hodge-Podge, as there are in Glanvil’s 

itches, or Fox’s Books of Martyrs 5 and to 
fay you give us nothing but Zruth, is fuch a 
piece of Impudence that an Trifh Evidence would 
{carce be Guilty of. 

Double. Pray, Mr. Blunt, don’t be fo warm 
upon Mr. Harlem. All Men, you know, that 
write News-Papers, are forc’d to take abundances 
of things upon other People’s Credit, and there- 
fore muft Err fometimes, in {pight of Care or 
Fudgment. 

Harlem. Mr. Blunt is too Pafionate to con- 
fider things rightly ; 1 do not mean that I never 
Reported in my Paper any thing that was Fa//e, 
bur that I never confirm’d any thing to be Ize, 
that I knew in Reality to be a Lye. 

Blunt. But, pray, where’s your Touch-Stone 
then, if you cannot diftinguifh ruth from 
Falfbood before you expofe it to the Publick? 
——JIn fhort, Almanack-Predifors, and Lime- 
Serving News-Papers, are always forc’d to keep 
pace with the Party that is uppermoft, and what 
the one Prophefies, or the other Reports, are no 
more to be heeded than the Pratling of a Par- 
vot; for none of ’em fay any thing but what 
they are taught by their Mafters. 

Double. O Dear, Sir! I fancy you muft be 
very much miftaken ; for [have known fome 
News-Writers Profecuted by the People-Plaguers 
for not conforming their Accounts to the Gene- 
yal Standard. 


Harlem, So have I to my Sorrow. Pray what 


can you fay to thar, Sir? 

Blunt. That’s only when Unfortunate Truths 
appear too Naked, and therefore ferves to make 
my Argument good; for he that fets up for a 
News-Writer, and does not take his Leflon from 
the Grand Supervifor of that Faculty, deferves 
to be Whipp’d. 

Double. I believe I underftand you; but after 


a 


———— 





all, I have a mighty Affection for News: A May 
generally finds fomething or other in ir thy 
chears a Man’s Spirits, and gives Nature 3, 
good a Fillip as a Dram of Brandy, 

Harlem. Aye, aye, fo it does, Mr. Doubk: 
let Mr. Blunt think as he pleafes, I fay News: 
a great Advantage to Trade; an Improvement of 
Mens Knowledge; a Diverfion to the Pyblich: 
and the moft Vendible Commodity in the whok 
Kingdom, Therefore, why fhould any Man {peak 
againit it? 

Blunt, As for its Sale I allow you’re in the 
right; for one News-Paper out-Sells tweny 
Sermons, which fhews the Corruption of the Age 
{o very great, thatthe People are more delighted 
with a Pack of Mercenary Shams, than with tle 
Doétrine of Chriftianity 3— which I think is no 
great Credit to fo Piow a Nation, that {quabbles 
fo much about Religion. 

Double. Alas! Reading of a little Innocent 
News, I cannot conceive to be any hinderance to 
Devotion. 

Harlem. It rather furthers it; do not we 
thank God for Good News, and pray againk 





_ Bad? Now, if we had no News, we fhould quite 


<— our felves, 
dunt. It ferves for nething, as I fee, but to 
caule Difputes; widen Divifions ; promote Wt 
gers, heighten Animofities; and to draw the 
Common People from their Bufinefs, to lye Sot 
ting in Ale-Houfes, to the Starving of theit 
Families ; nay worfe, for it has often been af 
means of decoying Men into Parties, and neum 
into Plots; Witnefs the laft Dying Words 6 
Mr. Waid of Briffol, who being Executed fo 
the Rye-Houfe Confpiracy, declar’d at the Gable 
lows, That giving himfelf up to the Reading a 
Hunting after News, was ‘the Principal Erm 
that firft led himinto that Difobedience that hill 
brought him to this uubappy End.— Som 
Gentlemen, Farewel. : 
Harlem. Had you time to hear, I could git 
you a fmart return, —— But I'll deter it till ou 
next meeting, fince you are running in fuch hatte. 
Double. Let’s all be going, for I have talk 


away my time till I am paft my Minute. 
[ Exeunt] : 
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